
  
 

 

THE GLOBAL COMPACT FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 
A global network of cities working to improve the lives of their youngest citizens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND: By 2050, 70% of the world’s children will 
be living in cities.  Many urban children grow up with 
poverty, poor health, inadequate nutrition and “toxic 
stress” — all of which disrupt early brain development, 
putting children at a lifelong disadvantage.  Some cities 
are working to strengthen their maternal health, 
nutrition and parenting programs, to create family 
centers, and to increase the child-friendliness of their 
social services, justice systems and public spaces.  The 
Global Compact for Early Childhood Development is a 
platform to support civic leaders in this effort. 

 

THEORY OF 
CHANGE: 

By linking mayors, city program leaders and ECD experts we will promote an exchange of 
evidence-based ideas and solutions, empowering urban communities to transform their 
own ECD efforts, thereby fostering a global cultural shift toward more child-friendly cities 

GOAL: To build a global collaborative network of cities committed to harnessing evidence, 
strengthening adaptive learning capacities through operational research, and sharing 
what works, so that cities can take the lead in helping all children reach their full potential 

LAUNCH:  The first Workshop was held at the Academy in late 2016.  Participants included delegations 
from 13 “early adopter cities” in Asia, Europe, Latin America and North America, along with over 25 
internationally recognized ECD experts.  These cities’ ECD programs reach over 200,000 children.  The 
exchange of ideas has already led to the creation of new city programs, and agreement to focus on: 

Growth: Invite additional cities and experts over next 3 years 
Tools: Develop “Common Standards for ECD-friendly Cities” 
Advocacy: Promote “ECD Cities Network” as a global movement 

ASPIRATION:  By 2020, the Global Compact will include over 100 cities extending services to >25m children 
 
Contact Dr. Charles A. Gardner (cgardner@nyas.org) Link to GCECD slide Presentation 

Partner with us:  We are a growing network of mayors and senior civic leaders around the world, guided by 

some of the world’s leading ECD experts, with a small Secretariat based in the New York Academy of Sciences.  

We are committed to sharing lessons learned, addressing common challenges and testing innovative solutions.  

Together, we are moving beyond the “why” – and beyond “what” elements ECD programs should contain – to 

focus on “how” cities can finance and deliver cost-effective services to improve the lives of very young children.  

This initiative is unique in its international scope and focus on urban children from pregnancy to the age of 3. 

http://www.nyas.org/WhatWeDo/GAECD.aspx
http://www.nyas.org/GCECD1stReport
mailto:cgardner@nyas.org
http://www.nyas.org/GCECD-presentation

