MISSION
The Sackler Institute for Nutrition Science is dedicated to
developing and advancing science-based solutions to the most
pressing challenges in the field of nutrition by working with
partners to support research, policy, and the implementation
of best practices.
To accomplish this Mission, The Sackler Institute:
Builds consensus on a nutrition-science research agenda to identify
gaps and opportunities to advance scientific research and policy

STAY CONNECTED WITH
THE SACKLER INSTITUTE FOR
NUTRITION SCIENCE
www.facebook.com/SacklerNutritionScience
http://bit.nyas.org/103f8sZ
eAlerts: Visit www.nyas.org/Subscribe and select the Nutrition eNewsletter

Fosters strategic partnerships between and within all sectors that can
impact this mission
Convenes and coordinates with experts in the field of nutrition
Develops roadmaps leading to the implementation of science-based
solutions globally
Nurtures young scientists and cultivates careers in nutrition
Influences the flow of resources to initiate innovative programs and
research that will move the field of nutrition sciences forward

More than two billion people are affected by malnutrition—
both undernutrition and overnutrition—in developed and developing
countries. Those who struggle with poor nutrition are more likely
to suffer from cognitive development problems, are more prone to
disease, and have higher mortality across the lifecycle than their
nutritionally-secure counterparts.

About the New York Academy of Sciences
The New York Academy of Sciences is an independent, not-for-profit
organization that since 1817 has been committed to advancing science,
technology, and society worldwide. With 25,000 members in 140 countries,
the Academy is creating a global community of science for the benefit of
humanity. The Academy’s core mission is to drive innovative solutions to
society’s challenges by advancing scientific research, education, and policy.
Please visit us online at www.nyas.org.
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Now is a pivotal time for nutrition. In 2013, during the pre-G8
“Nutrition for Growth” summit, as much as $4.15 billion USD in new
funding was pledged directly in support of nutrition initiatives, through
2020. Additionally, the 2013 Lancet Series on Maternal and Child
Nutrition estimated a cost of $9.6 billion USD a year to implement 10
essential nutrition-specific interventions. The commitment of funding,
in light of significant nutrition-related cost estimates, demonstrates a
recognized need to support research and program implementation in
order to remedy the global crisis of malnutrition.
Many organizations are performing cutting-edge research to
understand the physiological basis of nutrition-related problems,
designing behavioral interventions, and working to advance policy.
However, stakeholders across functional and geographic sectors agree
that there is a need for a high-level, coordinated, and collaborative
effort to mitigate malnutrition.
To respond to this challenge, the New York Academy of Sciences, in
partnership with The Mortimer D. Sackler Foundation, established
The Sackler Institute for Nutrition Science in 2010.
The Sackler Institute leverages and builds on the resources and
reputation of the Academy to attract and convene experts from
multiple sectors and foster transformative partnerships in the field
of nutrition. Guided by the principles of neutrality and program
excellence, The Sackler Institute facilitates unique discussions between
disparate groups in order to identify research gaps and common
ground, advocate for best practices, stimulate research, and develop
innovative solutions to the global challenges of nutrition.

FORMUL ATING A GLOBAL
RESEARCH AGENDA FOR
NUTRITION SCIENCE
In collaboration with the World Health Organization (WHO), The Sackler
Institute launched an initiative to develop a global agenda for nutrition science
research. The Sackler Institute convened scientific leaders from around the world
to evaluate and communicate the body of evidence in specific priority areas
and to identify areas where additional research is needed. The resulting report,
A Global Research Agenda for Nutrition Science (2013) is a culmination of this
2-year process, which identifies gaps in nutrition science research that will drive
the development and implementation of roadmaps for critical nutrition science
research and interventions. This work is essential to promote dialogue between
scientists, systematically assess knowledge in different areas of nutrition, develop
the rationale for research priorities, and identify best practices for evidencebased interventions. The work of formulating the Agenda was supported with
funding from foundations and nonprofit organizations.
To learn more about the Agenda, visit www.nutritionresearchagenda.org

BUILDING A COMMUNIT Y
The Sackler Institute houses a public-private partnership of academic
institutions, nonprofit organizations, government bodies, and corporations
that work together to galvanize action on a global research agenda and
implement outcomes in the field. Through conferences, workshops, and
public events, The Sackler Institute focuses on critical needs and opportunities
in nutrition science. These activities are integrated with the Academy’s
interdisciplinary scientific programs, including cancer biology, neuroscience,
immunology, and translational medicine. The Sackler Institute publishes
material that flows from these programs and broadly disseminates findings to
a global community of researchers, field workers, and individuals affected by
poor nutrition. Through the Academy’s academic partnerships, The Sackler
Institute actively nurtures young scientists and cultivates careers in nutrition.
The Sackler Institute fosters an international community by building bridges
among researchers, physicians, in-field practitioners, policy advocates, and
people impacted by malnutrition.

STIMUL ATING INNOVATION
AND RESEARCH
The Sackler Institute directs, activates, and supports research in nutrition
science. In collaboration with Scientists Without Borders, also a program
of the Academy, The Sackler Institute stimulates innovation through a free,
open-source web platform. With the incentive of prize-based innovation
challenges, Scientists Without Borders drives scientific collaborations
targeting global development problems. This novel collaboration spurs
innovative solutions to scientific problems in nutrition and illuminates
mechanisms for delivery and implementation of better nutrition products
and practices in developing countries.
In 2013, The Sacker Institute announced the winners of its inaugural research
award. The research award is intended to provide support to researchers
seeking to close nutrition science knowledge gaps that could ultimately help
to create solutions to large-scale health issues such as obesity and diabetes.
The award also will serve as a stepping-stone to enable researchers to collect
preliminary data and seek additional funding.
The Sackler Institute also supports conferences, conference fellowships, travel
awards, poster and presentation awards, and open access publications.

EXTERNAL SUPPORT
The Sackler Institute is a program of the New York Academy of Sciences
and generously supported by a leadership gift from The Mortimer D. Sackler
Foundation, as well as support from numerous corporate and non-corporate
donors, including the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. These resources
are used strategically and judiciously to accomplish goals in an efficient and
effective manner.
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